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The Summer Archival Field Experience was a six week 

summer course that included five students in Archival Research 
Methods during June and July 2011. Two weeks in the classroom 
at VSU was spent preparing for the two week archival field 
experience at the U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center 
(USAHEC) at the Carlisle Barracks in Carlisle, PA. Located on 
America’s oldest military base, the USAHEC is the Army’s main 
archive. The holdings reflect U.S. military action and involvement throughout the world since 
the 18th century and provide documentation on a wide variety of military history and other 
topics. During the field experience, the students, mentored closely by a faculty member and a 
graduate assistant, learned how to navigate a major archive, identify and request materials, and 
gather information from those materials. The students considered archives to be limited in the 
Valdosta region and because archival research is essential to their discipline, the abundance of 
archives during the summer archival field experience was beneficial. The students also believed 
examining national archives was a rare opportunity. The two‐week field experience portion of 
the summer course was followed by an additional two weeks of classroom instruction at VSU. 
The students wrote up and presented the results of their research.  
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